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Government arranges public telephones for Chin state

Khonumthung News
29April 2009

The Burmesegovernment hasbeen arranging public
land-linetelephonesfor Matupi Town, the second
capital of Chin State, inwestern Burma.

Thegovernment hasmadeavail able 500 phonesfor
Matupi Town, at Kyat 7, 52,000 per phone, from
March 22, alocal person from Matupi said.

If a person wants to have a telephone, he has to
deposit Kyat 7, 52,000 to the Myanmar Business
Bank. After that he has to take all necessary

documents - bank draft, family registration card,
identity card and the recommendeation | etter of the
TPDC, tothetelephoneexchange office. Then, the
line-manwouldfix thetelephone connectioninhis
house.
Thetelephone connectionwould not befixed without
thefull payment of theprice. Most people, therefore,
cannot pay 7 lakh aspayment and only 80 numbers
have been given currently from 500 of thetown’s
guota, said alocal person.
“Somearedepositing 2 l1akh or 31akh only asthey
do not have enough money to purchaseit. But, when
Continued on Page ( 2)
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they deposit thetotal amount of money, only they
will they get the phone. Now communicationisbetter
than before, because of thegovernment initiativein
suchthings,” headded.

“Now it iseasy to communicatewith our relatives
andfriendsinforeign countries. They cancdl usany
timeandwecantak toeach other,” hetold Khonum
thung News.

Similarly, thegovernment isa so placing telephones
in Mindat Town, in southern Chin State and
ThanTlang Township, in northern Chin state.

Trangportationisvery difficultin Chin state, asitisa
hilly region, so communicationisaso very poor as
compared with other states. There are very few

Internet cafésavailablein Chin state currently.
|

UNDP supplies relief for famine victims in Chin State

Khonumthung News
29 April 2009

TheUnited NationsDeve opment Program (UNDP),
has supplied somericeto ninevillagesin Matupi
Township, in southern Chin State, western Burma,
aspart of anongoing processof rdief for thefamine,
which hashit thearea, post bamboo flowering.

TheUNDP hasgiven 7 kgsof
rice per head for threemonths,
to the nine villages of —
Lungmam, Sabawlte, Mala,
Daling, Tawnlalung, Sephaw,
Pintiyaand Yomang Village of
Matupi Township. The UNDP
hasbeen conducting thisrelief
operationfor amonth, inaress,
which have beenreding under
the ondaught of faminesince
last March.

“Actually therelief programisnot by UNDP, but
under theWorld Food Program. However, UNDP
has purchased and distributed therice. It also made
listsof the popul ation and other thingsto hel p them,”
aloca fromMatupi town said.

TheUNDPismakingarrangementsfor relief for other
villagesinthe coming month. But, it cannot givean
estimate of how many villageswould be helped, he
added.

TheUNDP<aff will gotothefield, inorder toknow
the exact condition of thevillagers and then they
would giveaway 7 kgsof rice per head.

Thericewould bekept in Matupi, Lailenpi, Rizua
and KaCevillages, astheselocationsare easy for
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trangportation. Other villageswould takether rations
from these villages. The fares of carrying or
transportation charges, would begiven by UNDP, a
local from Matupi said.

The phenomenon of bamboo flowering earlier used
to happen oncein 50 years. It hasstarted againfrom
end of 2006, so that Chin
people are facing tremendous
problemsandarelivinginfamine
conditions till date. Some of
them have movedtoresettiein
Mizoram State, India

Theconsegquencesof thefamine,
dueto bamboo flowering, used
tolastfor 5years.. Currently, it
lastsfor only 3 years, but many
peoplearedtill ingreat suffering
andarehelpless.

There has been no help or relief from the SPDC
government till now. Besides, themilitary juntatill
collectsexcessivetaxesand money from traders,
andthey a0 saizethedomesticanimasof civilians,
whenever they want.

However, the NGO groups of the World Food
Program, Country Agency for Rura Development
(CAD), and other Chin organizations- Chin Famine
Emergency Relief Committee (CFERC), Chin
Humanitarianand Rdlief Committee (CHRC), Chin
PublicAffair Committee (CPAC), Women'sLeague
of ChinLand (WL C), which have been established
inMizoram, Indig havegiven somereief totheChin

people. =
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TPDC collects donations from Chin people

Khonumthung News
1April 2009

The Town Peaceand Deve opment Council of Fdlam
Township, has been collecting donations from
civiliansfor their own groupin Chin state, Burma.

A locd person said that they had started collecting
from 96 tracts of Falam Township and had aready
demanded Kyat 5000 to Kyat 10,000 from each
village. The order had been passed by TPDC
Chairman, Zaw Win Htay.

“They havefixed theamount of the donation from
each village based on the number of houses. If a
village hasmany housesthey collect moredonation
thanavillagewithfewer houses,” headded.

Infact, the peoplein ablock collect donationsfrom
each family in order to get the requisite amount of
money, which then has to be submitted to the
TPDC.

Meanwhile, thoughthiscallectionisbeing conducted
inthevillages of Falam Township, no such action
has been witnessed in thetown.

“TPDC isafraid of collecting donationsinthetown,
thereforethey alwayscollect such donationsor funds
fromthevillagers” aloca persontold Khonumthung
News.

Chin peopleinthewestern part of Burma, arefacing
aseverefamine, which follows soon after bamboo
flowering and are struggling for their livelihood. In
the mean time, they are al so facing other pressure
fromauthorities, likeforced labour, high taxesand
donations.

It isfor these reasonsthat most of the youth have
goneto neighboring countries, in order tolook after
their families. Indeed, areport clamsthat thereare
very few youngstersremaining in Chin stateduring
summe. O

Government employees face salary cut for water festival

Khonumthung News
6 April 2009

The Township Peace and Devel opment Council of
Falam Township, Chin state has cut salaries of
government employees as contribution for the
Burmesetraditiona festiva ‘ Thingyan’ alsoknown
asthewater festival held fromApril 13to 16 April

every yea.

“We are not all Buddhists. It's not fair for the
authoritiesto deduct from our sdariesfor thefestival
without consulting us. On the other hand, we
celebrate Christian festivals but there are no
donations for us. The authorities never request
government employeesto donatefromtheir sdaries
as is being done for the water festival,” said a
government employeein Falam Township.

Government employeesin Falam Township haveto
donatefromtheir sdariesfor thewater festival every
year. There are more than 30 government
departmentsin Falam Township with around 1,000
employees.

The Burmese traditional festival (Thingyan) is
celebrated without any permission from the
authorities. But when Chin peoplewant to cel ebrate
traditional and religiousfestivalsthey need to take
permissonfromloca authorities.

Chin people have to pay up to Kyat 10,000 to
authoritiesashbribeto celebratetheir Chin Christian
andtraditiond festivals. Sometimesthey havehadto
cancd their arrangementswhentheauthoritiesrefuse
togivepermisson.

Kalemyo USDA hits election campaign trail

Khonumthung News
8April 2009

TheUnion Solidarity and Devel opment Association
of Kalemyo has been campaigning for the
forthcoming general electionsscheduled for 2010,
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fromtheend of March, in somevillagesof Kdemyo
Township, Sagaing Division of northwestern Burma.
Accordingtoareport, thesocia activist group might
change into a political party for the proposed
Continued on Page (4)
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elections, asit hasaready been helping the SPDC
government, by persuading thecitizensof Burmato
vote. Currently, the USDA iscampaigning for the

ruling party.

During thelast week of March 2009, someleaders
of USDA went to the Natchaung tracks—Ngapha
village, 17 milesfrom Kaemyo and they asked one
person from each house not to vote for the other
political parties, avillager said.

Begdes, twoleadersof USDA dongwiththevillage
council members have been campaigning in

Sakhankyi village of Kalemyo, from 28 March,
20009.

Infact, the USDA membersaredividedinto groups
of two or three members each, and they have been
going around 20 villagesof Kalemyo, for election
campaigns.

The USDA was established in 1993, by SPDC
leader General Than Shwe. Although thegroup has
been viewed asasocid activist group by thepeople,
yet currently itisaspiring to becomeapolitica party,
inorder to participateinthe proposed 2010 general
gections m

Junta officials begin active election campaign
in Chin state

Khonumthung News
15April 2009

Junta officials are actively campaigning for the
forthcoming 2010 general electionsin Chin state,
western Burma. They started campaigning fromthe
last week of March 2009.

The SPDC government has gppointed Mr. PhoeTa,
asacampaigner for Matupi Township and Captain
Laing Dingfor Paetwa, among thosewho havebeen
sent from Naypidaw, the new capital of Burma.
Therefore, they arenow campaigning for thedections
insomevillages, accordingtolocal people.

In fact, these people are the candidates for the
general eections; thereforethey arewooing Chin
peoplefor votesand aretrying to persuadethemto
votefor them.

It cannot be estimated how long the election
campagnwill last, sincethisisthefirst timethat the
candidates are campaigning for themselves. They
also did not mention how they would conduct, the
second campaign later intheyear, localssaid.

Regarding the matter, Mr. Paulsitha, General
Secretary of Chin National Front, which hasbeen
workingfor therevolutionin Burma, said, “ Theredl
candidatewill beonly from the people. It cannot be
said that the candidates of the government arethe
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candidates of the people. It is certain that the
government, will act just like they did after the
election of 1990, as they did not change their

polidies”

Similarly, thecandidatesof ThanTlang Townshipare
Mr. Hrang Hlun (ex-Township Educationa Officer),
Dr. Hmuh Thang (ex-Director of Hedlth), Mr. Ngun
Hrang, Mr. Hmun Kio (ex-chairman of Thantlang
Township BurmaSocialist Programme Party), and
Mr. Nawl Ceu.

The nominees are selected by the social group of
Chin elderly personsand they had reported to the
Township Peace and Development Council on
February 19, 2009. Thenthe TPDC had submitted
the namesto Naypidaw on February 20, through
the Chairman.

Theelderly peopl€e sgroup wasformed under the
TPDC, asthe negotiator for the problems of army
personnd andcivilians.

The group does not consult the peopleregarding
selection of nomineesfor the candidates of 2010
generd dections.

“Thechairman of TPDC hasnot taken any opinion
from the people; they have just taken them as
nominees. Indeed, Naypidaw will accept only the
recognition of TPDC’sChairman,” alocal person
sad. -
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SPDC backs USDA candidates for forthcoming general elections

Khonumthung News
21 April 2009

Candidates of the Union Solidarity Devel opment
Association (USDA), in Chin State, Burma, are
being backed financially aswell aswith manpower
by the SPDC government, for theforthcoming 2010
generd eections.

The SPDC government hasprovided dotsfor retired
people in the USDA. The retired include
government’ semployeesand military officersaswell
as those who have participated in the National
Convention, said amember of the USDA.

“1 know the candidates of USDA have already
represented the government, asit was established
by the government itself so that the government
could help themin order to win the 2010 general
elections. And thegovernment will act just likethey
did during the Referendum, in the forthcoming
elections. They will forcethe peopleto votefor their
candidates,” ananonymouspersoninKaemyo said.

He added that people did not have any interest in
the election; they were just struggling for their
livelihood. They arealready awarethat theelection
will be conducted according to the government’s
methods. A member of the USDA in Flam Township

reported that the convention represented peoplelike
Mr. Kap Tial and Mr. Lal Tin Mang were being
reserved as candidatesfor the general eection.

“We wanted to select the candidates from our
members. Itisnot natural for them to be appointed
by the central authorities. However, our leadersare
appointed by the central authoritiesonly —itisvery
sad,” he added.

Infact, thefour leadersof USDA and the convention
represented people have been selected as the
committee members of elections in ThanTlang
Township. Among them one person will besdected
as a candidate for the forthcoming 2010 general
elections.

TheSPDC military officersarecampaigninginevery
township of Chin gtate, dong with popular sngersin
order to persuadethe peopletovote. MissSung Tin
Par, the most popular Chin female singer, also
campaigned for thegovernment in Chin Sate.

Althoughthemilitary government hasaready Sarted
thed ection campaignwithinthecountry, other parties
— like the National League for Democracy and
Nationd United Party havebeen prohibited fromany
activitiesfor theforthcoming generd dectionstill dete.

People use self stamp as currency

Khonumthung News
9April 2009

InKaemyo, Sagaing divison northwestern Burma,
people are using their own paper which is self
stamped instead of currency as Kyat 100, 200
currency notes have no value like Kyat 500 and
1000 do. Peoplearefacing problemswhilemaking
purchasesinthe market.

Thereareno coinsto return whilemaking purchases
in the market as the Burmese government has
stopped minting coinsfor dmost ayear. Peopleare
therefore, using their own stamp paper ascoinsor
small money asof March 20009.

“ Shop owners maketheir own stamp on the paper
when they haveno coinsto return which buyersuse
to purchaseitemslater,” said alocd in Kaemyo.
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“Thesdlersof tea, snacks, beetlenutsand vegetables
arefacing severe problem regarding coins asthe
smallest amount circulating isKyat 500 and 1000
only. People buying train tickets al so faced | ots of
problems.

They losesome of their money asno change (coins)
can be given back. On the other hand, ticket sellers
get additiona money tothetuneof athousand aday,”
said another local in Kalemyo.

Similarly, the people Burmahave many problems
regarding this matter as the government has
discontinued producing currency notesand coins. It
isespecidly difficult whilepaying busand other fares.
Some shop ownersare using cigarettes, sweetsand
other small itemsassmall notesor coins. m



Teachers in Chin state threatened with deduction of salaries

Khonumthung News
15April 2009

Teachersin Chin state, inwestern Burmahave been
threatened with deduction of amonth’ssalaries, if
they do not attend a teachers’ short training,
conducted by theauthorities.

Theteachers short training courseisbeing conducted
fromApril 14inHakhaCity, Chin state. No teacher
should be absent fromthetraining. If apersonfails
to attend it, he will lose amonth’s salary, alocal
teacher said.

Theauthoritieshave ordered al teachersof middle,
primary and high school sto reach Hakhacity by April
13. Thenthetraining would beginon 14 April, 2009.

Althoughit cannot be predicted what subjectswould
bemainly discussed during thetraining, many believe
that it might bewooing and persuading professonds
for theforthcoming 2010 genera eections, ateacher
inHakhasaid.“Itisso strangethat they havecalled
all teachersto onelocation - Hakhacity! We used

to havethetraining in concerned townshipsearlier.
It must beakind of € ection campaign andthey are
planning to get our votes,” hetold Khonumthung
News.

Teachers in Burma usually have 10 months of
schooling periodinayear and they havefreetimein
April and May, so that they can spend it with their
families. However, now they have been compelled
toattendthetraining.

Infact, thereareabout 3000 teechersindl townships
inChinstate. But, itisvery difficult to attend such
meetings, due to transportation for teachersin
remote areas. Therefore, the trainees cannot be
expected to come, said one of theteachers.

TheteachersinBurmaearnKyat. 35,000to 1 l1akh,
according to their rank and posts. However, itis
not sufficient for their livelihood as prices of
commoditiesareincreasing daily and theeconomic
crigsdtill existswithinthe country. Soteachersare
extremely disappointed with the authorities
arrangementandorder. =

Chin people disappointed with policies of Central Command Commander

Khonumthung News
25April 2009

The people of Chin state, western Burma are
disappointed with the visit of Divisional Officer
Generd, TinNgwe, for thedeve opment of theborder
areaonApril 9, 2009.

The Central Command Commander had visited
Teddimtown, innorthern ChinstateonApril 9, 2009
between 12 to 3 pm. He met departmental
employees, elderly people, leadersof theUnity in
Solidarity group, leaders of women’sorganizations
—atotal of 70 membersat the Town Hall.

During the meeting he encouraged them to report
their needsfor the devel opment of thetown and their
problems, aswell asto support theforthcoming 2010
general elections. He also asked the people to be
careful regarding thedectionsand not toligento the
opposition parties campaigns. He then left for
Kaemyo by car, at 4 pm.
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“We are not interested in what he said, we had
attended just to do our duty, because somemilitary
officershad come hereduring the Referendum and
they had said that they would repair roads, schools,
and hospitalsif we supported them. Although we
had voted for them, they did not do anything for
us,” said one of those who attended the meeting.

He added that we had reported to the Central
Command Commander regarding the construction
of Sagaing divison-Kaemyoand Chingtate Teddim
link road. He replied that he would submit the
proposal to higher authorities.

In 2008, during the Referendumin May in Falam,
Hakhaand Than Tlang Townships, the opposition
won and in Teddim, Ton Zang, Matupi, Mindat and
Kanpal et townshi pstheruling juntawon.

|
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Kyat 4 lakhs in bribe to leave Burmese Army

Khonumthung News
28 April 2009

If asoldier wantsto leave the Burmese Army he
needsto greasethe pamsof themilitary commander
of hisbattalionwith at least Kyat 4 1akhs, sourcesin
thearmy said.

AccordingtoasoldierintheBurmeseArmy’sLight
Infantry Battalion No. 266, who wanted to remain
anonymous, thejuntawanted to restrict thosewho
are approaching the pension age of 60.

“Our monthly sdlary isKyat 17,000 only! Thereare
deductionsfor theregime sfundsfrom our pay.. How
isit possibletofork out Kyat 4 lakhsto leavethe
army?We can never dothat in our lifetime expect
runaway. Or esewewill beinthearmy till death,”
he added.

When we go on patrolling we take—chicken, pig,
riceand othersitemsfrom civilians. We are abused
by higher officersand hated by the people. At the
sametimeweempathizewith themfrom the point of
view of humanity. And we also have parents,” he
sad.

The present salary of asoldier isKyat 17,000 a
month while the second commander and warrant
officer get Kyat 20,000 and higher officersget Kyat
70,000toKyat 12 1akhswith other specid privileges.

Earlier soldiersgot Kyat 2000 only per monthtill
2004 with other materialslike soap, toothbrush and
uniforms, which wererenewed oncein six months.
But after anincreasein sdariesin 2005 they nolonger
get other materids. Sothey facedifficultiesand want
to desert fromthearmy.

Soldiersareinapitiful state asthey wear worn out
bootsand torn uniforms. Sometimesthey ask usfor
cigarettes, tobacco and other food stuff, said atrader
on thelndo-Burmaborde.

Soldiersare madeto sign up to serveinthemilitary
for at least 5 years as per an agreement in1988.
They canretireafter 10 yearsof service. According
totheagreement asoldier canleavethearmy after
5 years and he can re-enter after 6 months. An
ordinary soldier tothe higher ranksup to the age of
60 years, officers cannot get pension after 1988.
Thishindersthe promotion of ordinary soldiers. m

Authorities in Chin State demand Kyat 5 lakh for construction of houses

Khonumthung News
24 April 2009

Authorities in Chin State, western Burma have
demanded Kyat 5 lakh for constructing ordinary
houses typical of the area, with wood and zinc
shests.

All the taxes have to be paid to the Block Peace
and Devel opment Council (BPDC), Municipality,
Hedth Department, Land and Revenue Department,
Fire Department, and the Township Peace and
Development Council (TPDC).

“1f aperson has land and he wantsto construct a
house, he would have to request for a permit of
constructing abuilding from the Block Peaceand
Development Council initiadly, then hewould have
to request permission again fromthe Municipality
for city cleanliness, theHealth Department for public
hedlth, Fire Department for prevention of fire, Land
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and Revenue Department for measuring theland,
and the Township Peace and Devel opment Council
for city funds. A person hasto pay between Kyat
50,000 and one lakh to each department,” alocal
of HakhaCity said.

“Congtructing ahouseisnot an easy task for us. We
haveto spend lotsof money, before constructing a
house for land and necessary materials. Besides,
officid peoplefrom the congruction department have
to check thequality of materids, for that we haveto

pay money.

Whenwehavefinished ahouse, government officias
will come and open the house and for that we have
to pay at least Kyat 50,000 again. So, we haveto
spend Kyat 60 1akh for ahouselikethat. Our house
isnot afirst classbuilding, itisvery ordinary, he
added.

Continued on Page ( 8)

v



Continued from Page (7)

Currently, there are around 3500 houses with
16,000 familiesin HakhaCity. Earlier, therewere
approximately 20 people, who could construct
housesannualy. During 2008-2009, therewereonly
10 people, who could construct their own houses.

However, some peoplecannot finish thecongtruction
work and discontinue asthetaxes are so high, so
they stay in rented houses. According to an
employee of the Education Department, aperson
can congtruct ahouseby giving Kyat 101akhtothe

Municipdlity, without paying tax. For awooden house
one hasto pay Kyat 30,000 to the Municipality.
Themarket price of an ordinary wooden houseis
about Kyat 60 lakhin Chin state.

Similarly, inother townshipsof Chin State, theland
owners have to approach al the departments
mentioned in order to construct houses.
Constructions of some housesin towns have been
discontinued as the owners could not pay al the
taxes, so such unfinished housesareincreasing day

by day. -

Army taxes bull traders heavily

Khonumthung News
29 April 2009

TheBurmeseArmy battaionNo. 266in Than Tlang
town, Chin state hasimposed heavy taxation on bull
traders causing the price of beef tojump from Rs.
150to 180 akilograminneighbouring Mizoram state
innortheast India.

“BattdionNo. 266 accused usof beingillegd traders
and collected excessivetaxes. ItisRs. 20,000 per
bull from thisApril. We paid Rs. 10,000 per bull
last year. We spend 60 days on the way as the
journey is400 mileslong and we haveto pay fares
for carriageand food. We cannot make much profit.
If werefusethearmy’sdemand they will seize our
bulls,” said abull trader.

The traders buy bulls from Kalemyo in Sagaing
divisionand Gangaw townshipsin Magui division
for Kyat two lakhstofour lakhsper bull. Theseare
taken from Chin stateto Mizoram state, Indiaand it
cost Rs. 10,000to Rs. 50,000. They sdll theanimals

to butchersin Mizoram but do not get immediate
payment. They need to wait for one or two months,
he added.

Similarly, tradersin other parts of Chin state also
pay taxes for not only bulls but also Mithun,
buffaoes, pigsand other domesticanimasto military
campsontheway.

Thearmy collectsthetaxesfor pigsfrom Paletwa
Township in Chin state which are transported by
meachine-boat.

The cost isKyat 2000 per pig. The exact priceis
Kyat 50,000 and it canbesold for Rs. 5000in India
But thetradersmakelittle profit asthey haveto pay
excessive taxes to the army, said atrader on the
Indo-Burmaborder.

Tradersfrom Burmatake 100 to 200 bullsper trip
to Mizoram. About onelakh domestic animals—bull,
Mithun, buffal oes, pigs and goats— are exported
everyyear. m

Civilians in Kalemyo to construct bridge worth Ks hundred lakh

Khonumthung News
30April 2009

Villagersinthirty villagesof Sagaing Divisionin
northwest Kalemyo, Burma, arecongructingaKae-
Tamu link bridge, which would crossthe Tuingo
River. It is located about 13 miles away from
Kaemyo. It would cost around Kyat one hundred
lakh.

“The estimated cost will be Kyat hundred lakh, so
the concerned village Peace and Development
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Council Membersare collecting donations of Kyat
5000fromevery family. Theprojectisbeing handled
by VPDC Council Chairman of Aungywavillagein
Kdemyo,” amanfromMinHlavillagesad.

The bridge will be 200 feet in length and 20 feet
wideand would beableto support trucksand heavy
goods carriers. During therainy season, vehicles
cannot crosstheriver, sothevillagersaretryingto

Continued on Page ( 9)
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Continued from Page (8)
solvethat problem by constructing abridge, work
onwhichwould beginfromMay, headded.

“ Actualy wedo not have enough money to congtruct
it. We had aready reported the matter to the higher
authorities, regarding the problemsof locdl villagers
and travelers. But, they did not respond soweare
planning to congtruct thebridge by ourselves. Indeed,
itistherespongbility of the government. Sincethey
areignoringit, wehaveto construct it by collecting
donations twice, a member of the VPDC in the
locdity said.

Similarly, Se Chaung Bridge, which is located
between Kae-L etpanchaung villagesandis3 miles
away from northwest Kalemyo, was also
congtructed by thevillagers. Therehasbeenno help
fromthegovernment and therearefifty villagesnear
the bridge. The villages produce 40 percent of
agriculturd productsin Kaemyo.

In fact, the military junta collects rice from the
farmers, 1tin per oneacreannually. But, they are
totally ignorant of the needs of the people like
construction of roadsand bridges. m

Butchers face crisis for hike in meat prices

Khonumthung News

23 April 2009

Butchersin Chin state, western Burmaarefacinga
crissasthemarket priceof domesticanima meet is
increasing day by day, because animal skinsare
hiking themarket pricecurrently.

According to abutcher g
inHakhacity, theratesg

of bull, buffalo andg*
mythun was Kyat 3¢
lakh per head earlier,
but now it costs Kyat
41akh.

The reason for the
increase in prices of &
meat is because aj
company of skin His
productsin Mandal ay, EEE
could earlier purchase E5E4
freshdomesticanimal

skinat Kyat 1200 per kg, but now it hasgone upto
Kyat 1800 per kg. Indeed, adomestic animal has
60 to 80 Kilograms and it can earn Kyat 3 to 4
lakh, if it can sall at Kyat 5000 per Kg. It meansno
profit for the butchershowever, he added.

The companies producejackets, handbags, beltsand
shoesfrom domestic animal skins, sothey usedto
go to Hakha city, in order to purchase the skins.
Chin people have the meat of bulls, buffalosand
mythun on some occasions or during festivals of
socia andreligioussignificance. Therefore, now
cviliansarefacing problemsregarding this, headded.
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“Wewanted to sell our meat at decent prices, but
we haveto give specia discountsof Kyat 800for 1
Kg for the license owner, municipality, vet
department, and to the police.

For themilitary officials, wesdll 1 kg at Kyat 4500
only and weusedto givethem at least 10 Kgs—so
7 therewasnothing left for
us,” abutcher said.

Regarding theincrease of
. meat prices, a
government employeein
| Hakha said that poor
people and lower rung
| government employees

| half akg.

Similarly, mest pricesare
going upinother townshipsof Chin gate. Theexport
selling rate of domestic animalsin Mizoram, near
the Indo-Myanmar border hasalsoincreased. For
instance, abull cost Rs. 7000 to 10000 earlier, but
now it costs Rs. 10000 to 15000.

InAizawl city, Mizoram State, themest priceis1 kg
per Kyat 150 to 180, it meansthe market pricein
Burmaishigher than Mizoram. Thereasonmight be
becausethe authorities collect excessivetax from
meat sellersand theeconomic criss which il exists
withinthecountry.



Chin Christian Church Group acquires license for alcohol

Khonumthung News
22 April 2009

TheHakhaK huahlun Baptist Church (HKBC) has
acquired alicensefor localy madea cohal, for 2009,
by paying Kyat 80,000, when the license was
auctioned by the Hakha Township Peace and
Development Council (TPDC) in Chin State,
Western Burma.

“Infact, thereason for adjusting the Church budget
andrecdlamingthelicensewasto reduce consumption
of alcohol in Chin state.

We will not produce alcohal. It is apart of total
prohibition and now we can see its effect up to
border areas,” said an elder of the Church.

In previousyears, therewere many drunken youth
onthestreetsof Hakhacity asthelicense had been
taken up by individuas.

It created chaosin familiesand socid activities, so
in order to do away with such bad consequences
they havetaken-up thelicenseby paying fromtheir
church budget since 2008, he added.

“Our main objectiveisthat no moreacohol should
be produced in Hakhacity evenif it requirestheuse
of our entire church budget —weareready todoiit.
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Our sonsand daughterswill have good conduct and
we can beat peaceif alcohol isnot produced any
morewithinthecity.

The Church also warned those, who have been
meakingloca acohol. They will not beprovidedwith
any help by the Church if they face any kind of
calamity,” said one of theeldersof the Church.

Similarly, in Thantlang Township, Church Groups
have expressed their intention to purchase the
alcoholiclicensein 2007, but havefailedtill date.
The ChurchinFalam Townshipasofacedasimilar
condition since 2008.

Currently, alcohol of local makeisvery rareand
government productslike BE and other alcohol is
only availablein Hakhacity.

The Chin National Front has also ordered not to
makeand sal loca acohol in Chinstatefrom 1996.
They had taken action on one shop, after they had
already warned the shopkeeper earlier.

However, the SPDC officias ignored the order,
which was passed by the CNF and Christian
Churchesin Chin State. They used to bring and sdll
alcohol intheir respective campsfreely. They aso
passed conflicting orders, if a person obeyed the
CNF order and took actionagainsthim. m

The KNG gives much importance
to the accuracy, credibility and the
accountability.

The news group is always on guard
and ready to correct its mistake in
the important points in this newsletter.

It is @ humble request to the readers
to kindly contact and informs the KNG
for any corrections, suggestions,
recommendations, and opinions.

May 2009, Khonumthung News
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